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the use of a mechanical lumber sorter 
in 1972, which set the company apart as 
being ahead of its time. In addition to 
their commitment to innovation and 
efficiency, owners and employees of 
Bennett Lumber pride themselves on 
producing high-quality products while 
also adhering to sustainable land man-
agement principles. 

Bennett Lumber also displays a com-
mitment to the communities in which 
the company operates by contributing 
to the Idaho Forest Products Commis-
sion’s Project Learning Tree. This 
award-winning organization is dedi-
cated to children’s environmental edu-
cation programs that help to teach stu-
dents about land stewardship. Bennett 
Lumber also organizes youth summer 
reading programs, scholarship awards, 
school forestry tours, 4–H projects, and 
contributes to the Distinguished Young 
Women of Idaho Program. I would like 
to extend my sincerest congratulations 
to the employees and owners of Ben-
nett Lumber Products, Inc., for being 
selected as the February Small Busi-
ness of the Month. You make our great 
State proud, and I look forward to 
watching your continued growth and 
success.∑ 

f 

25TH ANNIVERSARY OF ALEXION 
PHARMACEUTICALS 

∑ Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 
am proud to recognize and celebrate 
the 25th anniversary of Alexion Phar-
maceuticals, a company that has 
brought life-transforming therapies to 
patients around the world from its 
headquarters in New Haven, CT. Since 
its establishment by Leonard Bell in 
1992, Alexion has become a global lead-
er in discovering, developing, and de-
livering therapies for people with dev-
astating and rare disorders. I have al-
ways been honored to call Alexion a 
Connecticut company, and I applaud 
the life-changing gains in medicine 
that it has made from the city of New 
Haven since 1992. 

Even while maintaining a commit-
ment to developing new therapies that 
impact the lives of patients with rare 
disorders throughout the world, 
Alexion has always remained com-
mitted to its community in Con-
necticut. Whether it is helping connect 
individuals who are homeless with tem-
porary work assignments in New 
Haven, partnering with scientists at 
the University of Connecticut, or sub-
sidizing public transportation to help 
students get to their classes at Gate-
way Community College, Alexion has 
proven time and time again that its 
commitment to the people of Con-
necticut and to its over 1,000 employees 
in the State is as strong as ever. 

On its 25th anniversary, I applaud 
Alexion and the people who work so 
tirelessly for Alexion’s values and com-
mitment each and every day. Alexion 
continues changing lives through its 
medical breakthroughs, and I am so 
pleased to know that they call Con-
necticut home. Thank you.∑ 

REMEMBERING WILLARD ‘‘WILL’’ 
P. HEDDLES 

∑ Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, today I 
wish to remember the life and legacy of 
Mr. Willard ‘‘Will’’ P. Heddles, a cham-
pion of American manufacturing who 
dedicated much of his life to improving 
his home—the community of Tiffin, 
OH. 

A native of Colorado, Mr. Heddles 
moved to Tiffin in the 1970s to oversee 
Tiffin Art Metal Company. The com-
pany was founded at the turn of the 
century, originally making stamped or-
namental ceiling panels. When cars be-
came popular in the 1920s, the company 
seized the opportunity and began mak-
ing large billboard frames. 

When its parent company wanted to 
sell the plant, Mr. Heddles wasn’t im-
pressed by any of the potential buyers. 
He knew how important this plant was 
to his community. So Mr. Heddles or-
ganized a management buyout and 
eventually became the owner of the 
company, known today as Tiffin Metal 
Products. 

Under Mr. Heddles’ leadership, Tiffin 
Metal Products continued to dem-
onstrate the kind of adaptability and 
creativity that enables a company to 
grow and thrive. Today Tiffin Metal 
Products remains one of the two main 
manufacturers of large billboards in 
the country, while also making custom 
products and a popular brand of spe-
cialty lockers for law enforcement. 

Mr. Heddles took pride in his role in 
American manufacturing and in keep-
ing his company true to its Ohio roots. 
Over the years, Tiffin Metal Products 
has provided good jobs to hundreds of 
people in Tiffin and Seneca County, 
and those workers have shown the 
world that Ohioans know how to make 
things and make them well. 

Will Heddles also took pride in his 
community, giving generously to local 
service programs and the arts and help-
ing establish the Seneca Industrial and 
Economic Development Corporation, a 
private nonprofit organization working 
to drive positive economic and commu-
nity development in the area. 

He will be missed by his family, 
church, community, and the men and 
women who have been a part of Tiffin 
Metal Products, a great Ohio manufac-
turing success story. I am sure that my 
Senate colleagues join me in cele-
brating the life of Mr. Willard P. 
Heddles and his lifelong commitment 
to American manufacturing.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DEBORAH WICKS 

∑ Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I rise to 
honor the exemplary service of the 
Smyrna Delaware School District Su-
perintendent, Deborah Wicks, and rec-
ognize her upcoming retirement. For 
nearly half a century, she has been an 
exceptional teacher and leader, serving 
in many positions throughout Dela-
ware’s fastest growing school district. 
Her hard work, perseverance, and dedi-
cation will truly be missed by students, 

parents, and Delawareans up and down 
our State. 

Since 1967, Debbie has played an ac-
tive and integral role within the Smyr-
na Delaware School District, serving as 
a special education teacher for 16 years 
and an associate principal for 4 years, 
before serving as the district’s super-
intendent for 19 years. Throughout her 
time in the district, Debbie has been a 
key leader, instrumental in the suc-
cessful completion of many projects 
like the John Bassett Moore Inter-
mediate School and the School Special 
Services Building. As she steps down 
from her position as superintendent in 
June, I join the many Delawareans she 
has worked with in thanking Deborah 
for her diligent efforts to improve the 
education system for Delaware’s chil-
dren through hard work and diligence. 

A native of Smyrna, DE, and edu-
cated in the same school system that 
she serves so faithfully, Debbie has al-
ways been a champion for students, 
teachers, and the local community. 
Being a champion to Debbie means 
helping to instill values of integrity, 
compassion, perseverance, respect, and 
responsibility—values visible in the 
hallways and classrooms of the schools 
in Smyrna and in the hearts of its 
graduates. 

Debbie’s success can be attributed 
not only to a commitment to instill es-
sential values in district students, but 
also to a genuine passion for the bet-
terment of her community. Her ability 
to develop and foster community rela-
tionships essential to the district’s 
long-term educational success can be 
seen in numerous completed projects 
and building upgrades, as well as the 
annual ‘‘I Love Smyrna School District 
Day,’’ which has drawn close to 7,000 
attendees in recent years. 

Debbie’s work has been nothing short 
of inspirational, and we are sincerely 
grateful for all that she has done on be-
half of the students and families of 
Smyrna. Her model leadership and 
dedication has touched so many lives 
in Smyrna and beyond. It is my privi-
lege to offer my sincerest congratula-
tions on a job well done and wish her 
many happy, healthy, and successful 
years to come.∑ 

f 

VALLEY COUNTY’S CENTENNIAL 
ANNIVERSARY 

∑ Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, my col-
league Senator JIM RISCH joins me 
today in recognizing Valley County, 
ID, on its 100-year anniversary of its 
establishment by the Idaho State Leg-
islature in 1917. 

Valley County’s rich natural re-
sources and landscapes have long been 
a draw for the determined and indus-
trious. The Native Americans, packers, 
prospectors, miners, homesteaders, 
trappers, ranchers, loggers, farmers, 
recreationists, conservationists, and 
more who have made homes in and tra-
versed the county have contributed to 
its deep and fascinating history and 
shaped its culture. This expansive 
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county—approximately 2.4 million 
acres and roughly 3.7 thousand square 
miles—encompasses hundreds of lakes, 
three national forests, rivers, fish and 
wildlife habitat, streams, grassland, 
and mountainous landscapes. It is no 
wonder the county’s stunning terrain 
continues to attract those who enjoy 
the outdoors. 

The county’s splendor and rugged-
ness are matched by the grace and de-
termination of the more than 9,000 Ida-
hoans who make the area home. Over 
the years, Valley County residents 
have faced booms and downturns in the 
mining, logging, and agriculture sec-
tors with resilience and continue to 
forge ahead with collaborative efforts 
to increase economic opportunities. 
Mining, fueled by the Idaho Gold Rush, 
has roots in the county stretching back 
more than a century. Logging has also 
been a historically central part of the 
county’s economic base, and efforts to 
reestablish these sectors continue. 

We wish the residents of Valley 
County all the best as they seek ad-
vancements in tourism and innovation 
for this important part of our great 
State. Congratulations on this signifi-
cant milestone in Valley County’s his-
tory and 100 years of achievements.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ELLEN WOOD 

∑ Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, this 
week, I have the distinct honor of rec-
ognizing Ellen Wood of Winnett. Ellen 
has been serving up hospitality to the 
folks in Petroleum County for the past 
25 years. Her culinary prowess have 
also pleased the tastebuds of many oth-
ers well beyond her central Montana 
community. 

In 1992, Ellen decided it was time to 
make an occupational change and pur-
chased the Kozy Korner Bar and Cafe. 
It was not long after that The Kozy 
Korner became known for its delicious 
pies. Hunters, ranchers, tourists, and 
locals are all fortunate if they get a 
slice. Some even call ahead just to 
make sure they will not leave empty 
handed. You know a pie is good when 
you have to make reservations. Ellen 
has even shipped her homemade pies to 
repeat customers around the country. 
In addition to her pies, Gourmet Maga-
zine did an article in 2005 on Ellen’s 
plate-sized pancakes. It is no wonder 
that every 5 years during the Winnett 
all-school class reunion, the Kozy 
Korner serves as a hub of activity for 
the local community. A quarter cen-
tury of hospitality and service to her 
neighbors and guests is a great accom-
plishment. 

Being a small business owner is 
tough work, but Ellen had a trusted 
partner in her husband, Buck. He was 
U.S. Marine Corps veteran with over 4 
years of service in Vietnam. He helped 
her run the Kozy Korner until he 
passed away in 2014. Today Buck’s 
Bacon Cheeseburger is still one of the 
favorite menu items for Kozy Korner 
patrons. Hometown cafes are a staple 
of our Montana communities and so 

are people like Ellen and Buck. With 
that community spirit in mind, it is an 
honor to say thank you to Ellen for 
making a corner of Petroleum County 
a comfortable place to visit. If you are 
going to stop in, just remember to call 
ahead if you want a piece of the 
marionberry pie.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BRIGADIER GENERAL 
TIMOTHY J. CATHCART 

∑ Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
wish to recognize the accomplishments 
of an exceptional Alaskan, Brig. Gen. 
Timothy J. Cathcart, U.S. Air Force, 
currently serving as director, Office of 
Legislative Liaison, National Guard 
Bureau. He will retire on May 31, 2017, 
after more than 32 years of honorable 
service. A master navigator, Brigadier 
General Cathcart has executed more 
than 75 operational rescue missions, 
has over 2,000 flight hours, and has 
served in a variety of operational, 
training, command, Air Staff, and joint 
positions. 

Brigadier General Cathcart enlisted 
in the Alaska Air National Guard in 
1985 and received his commission in 
1990 through the Academy of Military 
Science. Upon completion of navigator 
training in 1992, he returned to the 
Alaska Air National Guard as a rescue 
navigator on the HC–130 aircraft and 
then served as senior controller at the 
Alaska Rescue Coordination Center. 
While serving, Brigadier General 
Cathcart earned a master of business 
administration and a master of science 
in computer science from the Univer-
sity of Alaska. In 2000, he was selected 
as the mobility forces action officer in 
the Air and Space Operations Direc-
torate at the National Guard Bureau. 
After 2 years, Brigadier General 
Cathcart was promoted to mobility 
forces branch chief and later went on 
to serve as the operations support 
branch chief. 

In 2005, Brigadier General Cathcart 
was selected to attend the Industrial 
College of the Armed Forces, National 
Defense University, earning a master 
of science in National Resource Strat-
egy. Following graduation, he served at 
the Pentagon as the National Guard 
readiness adviser, Operations Direc-
torate, Joint Staff, while concurrently 
earning a doctor of philosophy, Ph.D., 
in Science and Technology Studies 
from Virginia Tech. From 2008 to 2011, 
Brigadier General Cathcart served as 
chief, Joint Training and Education Di-
vision, Joint Doctrine, Training, and 
Force Development Directorate, fol-
lowed by a position as deputy director 
for Force Development, Domestic Oper-
ations and Force Development Direc-
torate on the National Guard Bureau 
Joint Staff. From 2011 to 2014, he 
served as commander of the I.G. Brown 
Training and Education Center at 
McGee Tyson ANGB, TN, followed by 
the General Officer Homeland Security 
Executive Seminar at the Kennedy 
School of Government at Harvard Uni-
versity. 

Prior to his current position as direc-
tor of legislative liaison, Brigadier 
General Cathcart was a special assist-
ant to the director, Air National 
Guard, assigned to the Air Staff’s total 
force-continuum office. In this role, on 
behalf of the Secretary of the Air Force 
and Chief of Staff of the Air Force, he 
worked to identify the appropriate bal-
ance of active and reserve components 
across missions and platforms and 
helped reduce legal, organizational, 
policy, and cultural barriers to a more 
fully integrated Air Force. 

As director, Office of Legislative Li-
aison, Brigadier General Cathcart is 
the primary adviser to the chief, Na-
tional Guard Bureau, on all matters of 
congressional interest and provides 
guidance and direction in the develop-
ment of the National Guard Bureau 
legislative strategy. He ceaselessly and 
effectively supported all Air and Army 
National Guard roles and missions both 
State and Federal. Brigadier General 
Cathcart’s efforts advanced an unprece-
dented level of integration and collabo-
ration within the Department of De-
fense, as well as with State, inter-
agency, and non-Federal entity part-
ners. He educated and informed deci-
sionmakers within the executive as 
well as legislative branches of U.S. 
Government to support National Guard 
priorities, personnel, and resource re-
quirements, resulting in support and 
funding for core programs in fiscal year 
2016 and fiscal year 2017 legislation. 

Brigadier General Cathcart’s extraor-
dinary career of visionary leadership 
and highly successful implementation 
of innovative cutting-edge concepts 
leaves behind a remarkable legacy of 
success. His years of dedicated service 
in the U.S. Air Force and the National 
Guard represent lifelong dedication 
and commitment to the defense of our 
great Nation. 

I wish to express my gratitude to 
Brig. Gen. Timothy J. Cathcart for his 
many years of distinguished service to 
this country.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING ANNIE CARROLL 
WYCHE 

∑ Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, 
when I am home in Anchorage this 
weekend, I plan to attend the grand 
opening of Roscoe’s Food for the Soul 
Restaurant at the Aviator Hotel. Last 
December, the Alaska Dispatch News 
noted that the name Roscoe’s has been 
synonymous in Anchorage with soul 
food for decades. The original Roscoe’s 
was a father and son enterprise. Roscoe 
Wyche, Jr., opened the restaurant on 
Government Hill with his son Roscoe 
Wyche III in 1988. Roscoe’s Food for the 
Soul continues the family tradition. It 
is a partnership of Roscoe Wyche III, 
now 56, and his son, Roscoe Wyche IV, 
who goes by the moniker ‘‘Roc.’’ Ros-
coe III told the Alaska Dispatch News 
that he was passing the torch just like 
his dad did—a very sweet story. 

But this weekend’s opening will be a 
tad bittersweet. The matriarch of the 
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